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July 16, 1990  Ϟ    a тΦу 9ŀǊǘƘǉǳŀƪŜ 
 
  Χ  !ǇǊƛƭ нΣ 1991     Phreatic explosions 
      Χ WǳƴŜ 7, 1991       Lava dome appears 
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From Day 1, our challenge was to: 

ÅForecast what Pinatubo would do: 
ïWould it erupt and, if so, when? 

ïWhat type(s) of eruptions were likely? 

ïHow much warning would we be able to give? 

ïHow far would dangers reach? 

   

ÅEducate hundreds of Philippine officials, ~20,000 
indigenous Aetas,  and ~1,000,000 lowland 
Filipinos, and ~40,000 US military about Pinatubo  
hazards, and, ultimately, convince them to do 
whatever would be needed to stay safe. 

 

 



What was our strategy? 

ÅEstablish new monitoring, including seismic 
network and gas and deformation monitoring. 

ÅGeologic reconnaissance, new 14C eruption dates 

ÅNightly science meetings.   

ÅNetwork with everyone ς Governors, Mayors, 
military at all levels, teachers, nuns, NPA, other 
scientists, news media.  PHIVOLCS in front. 

ÅDevelop understandable tools ς alert levels, 
hazard map, evacuation radii, and probability tree 

 

 



 
 
 

 

A huge Challenge:  Widespread skepticism 
 


